GENEVA

children will be run over and killed every week. But
we cannot stop the traffic because of that. Motor
traffic is a part of civilized life. So is coalmining. So is
railway transport. So is flying. The explosions in the
mines, the collisions of the trains, the accidents in the
shunting yards, the aeroplane crashes, are most dread-
ful ; but we cannot give up flying and coalmining and
railway travelling on that account. They are a part of
civilized life. War is a part of civilized life. We cannot
give it up because of its shocking casualties.

JUDGE. But the mine explosions and railway colli-
sions and aeroplane crashes are not the objects of the
industry. They are its accidents. They occur in spite
of every possible precaution to prevent them. But war
has no other object than to produce these casualties.
The business and purpose of a coalminer is to hew the
coal out of the earth to keep the home fires burning.
But the soldier's business is to burn the homes and
kill their inhabitants. That is not a part of civilization:
it is a danger to it.

COMMISSAR. Come, Comrade Judge: have you
never sentenced a criminal to death? Has the execu-
tioner never carried out your sentence? Is not that a
very necessary part of civilization?

JUDGE. I sentence persons to death when they have
committed some crime which has raised the question
whether they are fit to live in human society, but not
until that question has been decided against them by a
careful trial at which they have every possible legal
assistance and protection. This does not justify young
men in slaughtering innocent persons at random. It
would justify me in sentencing the young men to
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